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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Wednesfield. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  of  the 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  on  last  year 
being  18.52  against  16.43  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  15.5. 

The  death  rate  was  8.54  against  7.64  per  1,000  of  the  population 
in  1952,  which  appears  very  favourable  against  the  Rate  oTEngland 
and  Wales,  this  being  11.4. 

The  infant  Mortality  Rate  is  32.54  compared  with  20.89  in 
1952,  and  35.85  in  1951.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  for  the  year 
was  11  against  3  last  year,  and  9  in  1951.  9  of  the  deaths  were 

infants  under  4  weeks  of  age.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  26.8  against  27.6  in  1952. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  thanks  to  all  who  have 
co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BENTLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Chairman  :  Councillor  A.  GUEST. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  BENTLEY,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer  : 
P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  L.  MORGAN,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Clerk  : 

Miss  O.  M.  JOHNS  resigned  February,  1953. 
Miss  S.  HAYDEN  April,  1953. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  REILLY. 


Area  .  .  .  2,515  acres 

Population  (estimated) .  18,250 

Inhabited  Houses  .  5,386 

Rateable  Value  (April  1st,  1954)  £82,544 

General  Rate  .  19/7 


Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £298  8  1 


DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICT 

The  District  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Cannock  Rural 
District,  on  the  North-West  and  South-West  by  Wolverhampton 
County  Borough,  and  on  the  South-East,  East,  and  North-East 
by  Willenhall  Urban  District. 

The  elevation  is  approximately  500  feet  above  sea  level, 
being  part  industrial,  with  a  Rural  aspect  on  the  Northern  side. 

The  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  occupations, 
Agricultural  workers,  Iron  and  Steel  workers,  Steel  Trap  makers, 
Keysmiths,  Locksmiths,  Foundry  workers,  Paint  workers,  Coal 
miners. 

» 

The  general  health  of  the  population  is  very  satisfactory. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 


Ma 

les 

Fen 

lales 

To 

tal 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

170 

3 

160 

5 

330 

8 

18.52 

STILLBIRTHS— 


DEATH  RATE 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

92 

64 

156 

8.54 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 
Deaths  under  one  year 


Ma 

Lies 

Fen 

lales 

To 

tal 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

7 

— ■ 

4 

— 

11 

— 

32.54 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : 


From  Sepsis  .  .  None 

From  other  causes  .  None 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

Year  1953 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNE SFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1949 

1950 

H 

151 

1952 

1953 

Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

83- 

-69 

74- 

-75 

97- 

-90 

75- 

-58 

92- 

-64 

152 

149 

187 

U 

13 

156 

Enteric  Fever  . 

- - 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

— 

Blood  Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Coronary  Disease 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

11 

5 

12 

2 

10 

3 

System 

3 

2 

3 

2 

7 

4 

1 

3 

5 

— 

Other  Forms 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  Malignant  Disease 
Hypertension  with  Heart 

10 

11 

9 

16 

15 

16 

10 

9 

21 

10 

Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Bladder  Diseases 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

8 

11 

4 

9 

12 

11 

7 

7 

11 

7 

Other  Heart  Disease 

15 

18 

25 

17 

9 

17 

8 

7 

5 

12 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

6 

4 

3 

3 

4 

9 

4 

5 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

3 

7 

13 

3 

9 

3 

4 

2 

Pneumonia,  ail  forms 

7 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

1 

— - 

3 

- — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' - 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Diseases  and  accidents  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'  - 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

formation 

4 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Road  Accidents 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Suicide  . 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

1 

— 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

9 

7 

9 

13 

8 

5 

9 

8 

18 

15 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Estimated  Population  — 
Total  Deaths 

17,140 

152 

17,460 

149 

17,390 

187 

17,400 

133 

18,250 

156 

Death  Rate 

8.86 

8.53 

10.75 

rr 

7 

.64 

8 

.54 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  YEAR  1953 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  local  Health  Authority, 
namely,  the  County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
Ramage.  Wednesfield  is  included  in  the  Health  Area  No.  9  of  the 
County  Scheme,  Dr.  Kynaston  of  Wednesbury  Area  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

No.  9  Area  Health  Office  :  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 

Telephone  No.  :  Wednesbury  0279. 

As  regards  General  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services,  their 
administration  is  vested  in  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical 
analyses  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the 
County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

This  service  is  provided  for  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  by  the  County  Council. 

Main  Ambulance  Station  :  Richards  Street,  Darlaston. 

Telephone  No.  591. 

I  have  found  the  service  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Council  provide  services  as  one  of  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained  under  the  new  Health  Service.  A  qualified  nurse  gives 
professional  service  to  necessitous  non-infectious  cases. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  operates 
from  the  Area  Health  Office,  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Valuable  advice  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  at  this  centre. 
The  times  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  : 

Every  Tuesday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Alternate  Mondays,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Welfare  Clinic  : 

Methodist  School,  Well  Lane. 

Maternity  cases  are  provided  for  by  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
New  Cross  Hospital  and  Rosemary  Edna,  Maternity  Home. 

Three  midwives  now  serve  the  District. 

Hospitals. 

The  Royal  Hospital,  the  Women’s  Hospital  and  New  Cross 
Hospitals  are  all  within  easy  reach.  Admissions  being  arranged  by 
the  Medical  Practitioners. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Dispensary  for  the  District  is  situated  in  Wolverhampton. 

The  sanatoria  available  are  : — 

For  males  : — Prestwood  Sanatorium. 

For  females  : — Groundslow  and  Yarheld. 

For  children  : — The  Limes,  Himley. 


Nursery. 

This  was  used  to  capacity  up  to  the  month  of  April  when  new 
increased  assessments  were  introduced,  thereafter  50%  of  the 
children  were  withdrawn. 

A  high  standard  of  efficiency  is  maintained. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  is  good 
and  adequate  and  is  obtained  from  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
Water  Engineer,  for  the  following  report  : 

1.  The  supply  of  water  in  your  area  has  been  satisfactory 
both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
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2.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

3.  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the  works  where  necessary 
there  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  supply. 

The  sources  of  the  water  supply  are  the  River  Worfe,  and  the 
well’,  at  Cosford,  and  boreholes  in  the  Red  Sandstone  at  Hilton, 
Dimmingsdale  and  Tettenhall. 

Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

The  following  are  the  times  and  places  where  the  District 
Registrar  Mr.  A.  W.  Tunley  may  be  seen  each  week. 

10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  2.30  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 


Monday  .  Calves  Croft,  Willenhall.  Hall  Street  Bilston. 

Tuesday  .  Bilston.  Willenhall. 

Wednesday  Willenhall.  Wednesheld  Church  Institute. 

3  to  5  p.m. 

Thursday  .  Bilston. 

Friday  .  Willenhall.  Bilston. 

Saturday  .  Bilston. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1953 
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Smallpox.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

12  cases  were  notified  compared  with  37  in  1952.  No  death 
occurred. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  has  been  notified  for  3  years.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
and  no  doubt  due  to  the  large  percentage  of  children  immunised. 

Food  Poisoning. 

2  confirmed  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  arose  during  the  year, 
all  suspected  samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination 
proving  negative. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  case  occurred. 

Measles. 

242  cases  were  notified  against  41  in  1952.  One  death  occurred 

Whooping  Cough. 

77  cases  were  notified  against  37  in  1952.  No  death  occurred. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  No  case  occurred. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  2  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against 
4  in  1952  and  1  in  1951.  There  were  no  deaths.  6  deaths  occurred 
in  1952.  2  deaths  occurred  from  influenza. 

Tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  register  214 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  110  males  and  104 
females,  and  73  persons,  34  males  and  39  females,  suffering  from 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  a  total  on  the  register  of  287.  From 
the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  5  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  no  death  occurred  from  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis.  33  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  3  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified.  3  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria. 
13  of  them  being  transfers  from  other  districts. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Mew  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  inspector 

and  Housing  Officer 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1953  has  slipped  by  very  quickly,  nevertheless  it  has 
proved  a  year  of  quiet  progress. 

The  statistics  of  the  following  pages  will  reveal  the  steady 
growth  of  activity  in  the  Department. 

The  increased  tempo  of  house  construction  brings  into  greater 
relief  the  sub  standard  property  in  which  people  still  have  to  dwell. 

During  the  year  under  review,  twenty-six  such  houses  were 
dealt  with  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  progress 
being  made  in  the  tabulation  of  others  for  like  consideration. 

Slum — My  dictionary  defines  as  a  low  dirty  street  or  district. 
This  is  glib  description.  Is  Slum  Clearance,  therefore  justified,  for  as 
Hook  round  my  district,  no  part  warrants  this  sweeping  observation. 

New  names  have  arisen  in  many  parts  and  activities,  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  rat  catcher  to  Rodent 
Operative,  let  us  therefore,  elevate  our  minds  to  “The  Clearance 
of  Sub  Standard  Houses/’ 

In  respect  to  Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution  an 
emission  of  iron  oxide  from  a  Steel  works,  operating  a  Bessemer 
Converter  Plant,  is  causing  some  little  concern,  and  I  feel,  in  this 
age  of  mechanical  and  heating  development,  that  the  exemption 
clause  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  in  relation  to  such  activities, 
should  be  rescinded. 

Finally,  may  I  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to 
my  staff  for  their  continuous  help,  advice  and  loyalty. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer . 
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Complaints  and  Enquiries  received 


5,664 


General  Sanitation. 
Visits. 


Drainage  .  .  .  .  ......  284 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  21 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  .  .  18 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  .  I 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  .  .  .  13 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  4 

Factories .  .  .  .  .  45 

Refuse  Collection  (Dustbins)  .  .  11 

Refuse  Disposal .  .  .  .  12 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  45 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  .  84 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Shops  (other  than  food)  .  .  87 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  176 

Number  of  Intimations  130 

Number  completed  .  .  .  102 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  .  8 

Number  completed  .  .  .  6 

Verbal  Intimations  .  .  .  12 

Number  completed  .  12 

Interviews  and  Appointments  181 


Details  of  Work  Accomplished. 


Floors  repaired  . 

37 

Plastering  made  good  . 

34 

External  rendering 

12 

Fireplaces  repaired 

5 

Eaves  gutters  repaired 

27 

,,  ,,  cleaned 

2 

Rainwater  down  pipes  repaired 

3 

Chimneys  repaired 

12 

Roofs  repaired  . 

. 30 

Outhouses  repaired 

5 

W.C.  apartments  roofs  repaired  .  2 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  .  .  4 

Opening  lights  provided  where  necessary  2 

Woodworm  infested  woodwork  repaired  1 

Drainage  system  altered  or  repaired  .  2 

Sink  waste  gullies  provided  .  .  2 

W.C.  Doors  provided  .  .  .  2 

W.C.  seats  provided  .  .  .  8 
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Details  of  Work  Accomplished — continued 


W.C.  cisterns  repaired  . 

W.C.  pedestals  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Inspection  covers,  gully  grids  provided 
Stair-treads  renewed 
Handrail  provided 
H.W.  Cylinders  renewed 
C.W.  tanks  renewed 

Window  woodwork  repaired  . 

Fowl  and  Duck  runs  cleansed  . 

Premises  cleansed 

Backboilers  repaired  or  renewed 

Door  furniture  repaired 

External  brickwork  repointed  or  repaired 

Wash  hand  basins  renewed 

Sink  units  repaired  or  renewed 

Drains  surrounds  made  good 

Coalhouse  apartments  repaired 

Water  fittings  repaired . 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired 
Soil  pipe  connections  made  good 
Rising  dampness  obviated 
Sashcorcls  and  Fasteners  renewed 
Quarry  Floors  relaid 
Washboilers  repaired 


17 

7 
2 
2 
2 

8 
3 

17 

2 

1 

-  2 

5 
8 
2 
2 
2 
2 

6 
2 
2 
2 

14 

1 

1 


The  cleansing  of  Private  drains  was  continued,  257  premises 
received  attention. 


Food  Inspection. 

Shops  and  Stalls 
Slaughter  Houses 
Bake-houses 
Dairies 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

Street  Vendors 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Fishmongers,  Poultry  and  Greengrocers 

Fried  Fish  Establishments 

Grocers  . 

Butchers 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


72 

1 

1 

5 

55 

3 

7 

7 

Q 

o 

13 

9 

2 

2 
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Foodstuffs  Condemned. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Statutory  Instruments  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  : — 


26  lbs.  .  .  Tinned  Tomatoes 

16  lbs.  12  ozs.  .  ,,  Cherries 

17  lbs.  8  ozs.  .  ,,  '  Greengages 

7  lbs.  8  ozs.  .  ,,  Figs  in  Syrup 

40  lbs.  1 1  ozs.  .  ,,  Prunes 

3  lbs.  14  ozs.  .  ,,  Orange  Segments 

1  lbs.  ,,  Pineapple 

330  lbs.  13  ozs.  .  ,,  Plums 

13  lbs.  14  ozs.  .  ,,  Peas 

3  lbs.  12  ozs.  .  ,,  Strawberries 

3  lbs.  ,,  Raspberries 

1  lbs.  ,,  Beans 

4  lbs.  11  ozs.  .  ,,  Gooseberries 

If  pts.  .  ,,  Sweetened  Milk 

5  lbs.  14  ozs.  .  ,,  Evaporated  Milk 

15J  ozs .  .  ,,  Cream  of  Chicken  Soup 

16  ozs.  .  ,,  Cream  of  Onions  Soup 

6  lbs.  ,,  Corned  Beef 

5  lbs.  ,,  Meat  Steak 

2  lbs.  5  ozs.  .  ,,  Luncheon  Meat 

12  ozs.  .  ,,  Meat  Loaf 


41  lbs.  4  ozs.  Block  Cheese  (Mite  and  Mould) 

61  lbs.  Boneless  Cooked  Ham 

(Liquefaction  of  Gelatine,  Teint  and  Maggotts) 

23  lbs.  10  ozs.  Tinned  Shoulder  Gammon  (Liquifaction  of 

Gelatine) 


Ice-Cream. 

• 

4  new  licences  were  approved  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream  during 
the  year,  in  each  case  was  the  proviso  made  of  selling  wrapped 
commodity  only.  Of  the  samples  taken  all  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations. 

The  Supplementary  Licences  issued  during  the  year  are  as 
hereunder  : — 


Pasteurised .  8 

Tuberculin  Tested .  8 

Sterilised  .  8 

Dealers  Licenced  .  45 
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One  case  of  Brucella  Abortus  infected  milk  was  discovered  and 

the  following  measures  undertaken  with  full  co-operation  of  farmer 

and  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.: — 

1.  All  milk  was  diverted  for  pasteurising. 

2.  Whole  herd  sampled  ;  milk  from  each  individual  udder  quarter 
being  drawn  into  separate  sterile  bottles.  The  herd  contained 
20  Fresian  and  Ayrshire  Cattle,  four  of  which  were  in  calf,  and 
six  cows  dry.  There  was  a  history  of  an  abortion  in  one  cow 
which  was  now  dry. 

3.  The  result  showed  that  cows  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11, 
15,  19,  20,  21,  23,  24,  25,  and  26  where  clear,  No.  22,  a  cow  in 
calf,  giving  milk  containing  brucella  abortus  organisms  ;  No.  9 
requiring  to  be  re-sampled. 

4.  No.  9  was  again  quarter  sampled,  which  proved  negative. 

5.  No.  22  was  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

A  tabulated  list  of  the  samples  taken  by  the  County  Council 


is  given  below  : 

— 

Milk. 

Milk  Sterilised 

14 

Milk  Pasteurised 

16 

Milk  T.T.  . 

6 

Milk  T.T.  Certified 

1 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 

13 

Total  : — 

All  of  which  proved  genuine. 

50 

General  Foods. 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

37 

Number  of  Samples  genuine 

36 

Number  adulterated 

1 

The  adulterated  sample  was  a  formal  one  of  minced  chicken 
which  was  8.4%  deficient  in  chicken  solids,  the  matter  being  taken 
up  with  manufacturers  who  have  now  amended  labels. 


Classification  of  General  Foods. 

Spaghetti  in  Tomato  Sauce 

and  Cheese 

Cod  Roe 

Sponge  Mix  (2  samples) 

Quick  Oats 

Crushed  Pineapple  (unsweetened) 

Macaroni 

Cordial  Blackcurrent  Flav. 

Brown  Onions 
Raspberry  Vinegar 
Jelly 

Mixed  smokers 
Flavoured  Rock 
Peaches 
Indian  Brandee 
Lemon  Cheese 
Epsom  Salts 
Swiss  Roll 
Gravy  browning 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 

11  renewal  licences  were  issued  for  the  slaughter  of  animals 
under  the  Act  of  1933. 

Section  47  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

A  total  of  one  in  all  parts  of  the  district  has  been  converted 
during  1953. 

It  is  regretted  that  those  much  maligned  words  "the  over¬ 
loaded  state  of  the  sewage  works"  still  remain  as  a  description  of 
the  circumstances  obtaining,  but  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  in  the 
coming  year  works  will  be  well  in  hand. 


Cooking  Crumbs 
Jelly  Crystals  (Lemon) 

Foam  Crystals  (Orange) 
Almond  Diabetic  Choc. 
Robsoup  (Chicken  Flavour) 
Lemon  Flav.  Pie  Filling. 
Regency  Candies 
Butter  Flav.  Minimints 
Creamy  Bon-Bons 
Stoned  dates 
Tea 

Ground  Almonds 
Liquid  Paraffin 
Minced  Chicken 
Beans  in  tomatoe  sauce 
Table  salt 

Strawberries  in  heavy  syrup 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  district  has  been  relatively  free  from  those  cases  of  Infect¬ 
ions  disease  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 
29  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  and  39  inspections  in  respect 
of  disinfection  thereto.  In  22  cases  terminal  disinfection  was 
carried  out,  16  being  after  infectious  disease,  and  6  being  after  death 
or  removals,  such  treatment  being  particularity  carried  out  where 
T.B.  persons  were  concerned.  Other  visits  totalled  24  in  this 
respect. 

Food  Poisoning. 

4  visits  were  made  in  respect  to  Food  Poisoning  or  suspected 
Food  Poisoning  notifications  in  the  district. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  400 

No.  of  Inspections  made  .  .  .  759 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  83 

No.  of  Inspections  made  .  .  . 108 

Overcrowding  houses  .  .  .  25 

No.  of  re-inspections  made  .  .  17 

Filthy  Verminous  Premises  .  96 

No.  of  re-inspections  made  .  59 

Premises  disinfested  (woodworm)  23 

(other  insects)  .  38 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  following  details  set  out  the  return  as  required  by  the 
Directorate  of  Infestation  Control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  : — 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
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Other  Pest  Control. 

Ants,  beetles,  bugs,  fleas,  lice,  cockroaches,  steamflies,  snails, 
woodworm,  and  silverAsh,  have  received  their  quota  of  annihilating 
liquid,  as  a  result  of  investigations  in  this  direction,  the  main  wood- 
Avorm  difficulty  continuing  to  be  the  Lyctus  Beetle,  while  an 
infestation  of  the  Death  Watch  Beetle  is  being  kept  under  close 
observation. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

In  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  above  Act,  the  following 
premises  were  xe-licenced,  3  visits  being  made  in  this  connection 

Mr.  H.  Guest,  42,  Graisley  Lane. 

Mr.  G.  Brazier,  Blackhalve  Lane. 

Shops  Act,  1928-50. 

No  increase  is  recorded  in  the  number  of  shops  employing 
personnel.  These  establishments  remain  satisfactory.  Several 
new  shops  now  in  course  of  erection  to  supply  the  new  Long  Knowle 
Housing  Site. 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  demolition  of  a  previously  vacated  premise  No.  58,  New 
Street,  was  completed. 

Action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  was  instit¬ 
uted  with  the  service  of  Time  and  Place  notices  on  the  persons 
having  control  of  Nos.  1 — 6,  Bealeys  Fold,  90 — 102,  Graisley  Lane, 
2 — 3,  Canal  Side,  Rookery  Street,  5 — 7,  The  Fields,  Lichfield  Road, 
51 — 59,  Lichfield  Road,  6—9,  Orchard  Buildings,  Caravan  Ashmore, 
Pk.  and  Carriage,  Noose  Lane. 

Pig  Keeping. 

With  excellent  co-operation  from  the  Small  Pig  Keepers  Assoc¬ 
iation  all  sties  within  the  byelaw  limit  of  60  feet  from  a  dwelling 
have  ceased  from  usage,  such  byelaws  again  becoming  operative 
by  the  revocation  in  July  1.951  of  the  Defence  Regulation  62B. 

Diseases  of  Animals-— Acts  and  Orders. 

One  case  of  septicaemia  was  recorded,  the  appropriate  measures 
taken,  disposal  of  carcase  being  supervised. 
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Keeping  of  Pigeons. 

Consequent  upon  compiaint  and  difficulty  being  experienced 
upon  Housing  Estates  from  the  keeping  of  pigeons  it  was  agreed 
that  only  persons  acceptable  to  and  members  of  the  National 
Homing  Pigeon  Union  should  be  allowed  to  keep  pigeons  on  Council 
property.  6  such  approvals  hawing  been  given  during  the  course 
of  the  year. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. 

Planning  permission  terminates  on  December  31st  1954,  the 
area  being  envisaged  for  housing  development. 

Changes  have  occurred  but  generally  speaking  the  site  has  been 
maintained  in  good  condition,  1 1  caravans  now  occupying  the  site. 

Registration  of  Old  Metal  Dealers. 

3  dealers  remain  on  the  list,  all  receiving  visits  during  the  year. 

REPORT  ON  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

AND 

ITS  EFFECT  UPON  THE  WEDNESFIELD  URBAN  AREA 
Introduction. 

Smoke,  the  result  of  the  incomplete  combustion  of  solid  fuel 
is  a  legacy,  not  wholly  of  which  one  could  be  proud,  brought  to  us 
as  a  result  of  the  Industrial  Development  of  the  latter  half  of  the 
19th  Century  when  great  advances  were  made  in  the  use  of  the 
product,  coal  in  the  evolution  of  Mechanical  Age  in  this  country. 

It  is  somewhat  ironical  that  at  a  time  when  ditches  and  water 
courses  were  grossly  polluted  with  human  excrement,  there  was 
available,  at  least  in  some  aspect  an  antidote  in  the  cleaner  atmos¬ 
phere  above  and  thus  the  availablility  of  the  life-giving  warmth  of 
the  sun. 

Today  there  is  a  reversed  condition,  adequate  drainage  and 
sanitary  control  is  excercised  in  respect  to  disposal  of  human  faeces; 
indeed,  as  a  result  the  death  rate  of  such  infectious  diseases  as 
Typhoid,  Plague,  Smallpox,  etc.  has  largely  been  wiped  out,  but 
now  the  atmosphere  is  grossly  polluted  with  what  Mr.  Arnold  Marsh, 
Secretary  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  calls  “  Aerial 
Sewage  ”  with  a  consequent  reaction  in  the  human  frame  and  a 
rise  in  the  incidence  of  respiratory  diseases.  Is  this  what  is  called 
Balance  ”  or  do  we  seek  a  “  Balancing  factor  ”  yet.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  “  one  man’s  meat  (gain)  is  another  man’s  poison 


General. 

During  the  period  of  the  second  world  war  it  was  directed  that 
Smoke  be  made  as  a  protective  feature  of  our  defence  system  such 
smoke  and  haze  obscuring  the  large  industrial  manufacturing  centres 
and  thus  granting  a  partial  air  raid  cover. 

Such  is  the  habit  of  man  that  when  he  is  compelled  to  undertake 
certain  actions  for  his  own  personal  safety,  he  invariably  does  the 
job  well  and  so  well  has  the  smoke  production  outlook  been  ingrained 
into  his  makeup  that  still  today  the  production  of  large  volumes  of 
smoke,  be  it  industrial  or  domestic  brings  a  glow  of  satisfaction  to  the 
heart,  the  horrible  consequences  being  forgotten,  and  so  he  must  be 
made  to  realise  the  importance  of  the  smallest  contribution  to  the 
problem.  This  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  matter  being 
brought  repeatedly  to  his  notice. 

The  problem  of  the  fitness  of  eleven  men  to  do  battle  on  a 
Saturday  afternoon  with  an  opposing  force  of  equal  number,  with 
the  use  of  a  ball,  to  the  delight  of  a  small  proportion  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  occupies  at  least  one  whole  page  of  Local  newspapers  each 
week  and  many  inches  on  other  days.  If  this  space  was  available 
for  discourse  on  the  fitness  of  man  in  his  battle  for  existence  and  in 
connection  with  this  “  Aerial  Sewage  ”  something  would  surely  be 
accomplished  and  people  would  then  be  conscious  of  their  responsib¬ 
ility  in  the  matter. 

The  Government  of  the  country  are  not  without  blame.  Millions 
in  money  are  spent  on  curative  medicine,  without  any  possibility 
of  long  term  improvement  ;  if  an  amount  of  such  monies  be  set 
aside  to  obviate  cause,  this  bill  of  health  must  surely  decrease  in  a 
future  day.  By  this  I  mean  that,  one  point  only  here,  money 
could  be  used  to  advance  the  rate  and  production  of  the  carbonisa¬ 
tion  of  coal  and  of  smokeless  fuel.  Thus  working  to  the  end  of 
Smokeless  Air,  with  the  beneficial  results  of  the  greater  exposure  of 
the  ultra- voilet  rays  of  the  sun  being  available  to  town  dwellers. 

The  Position  in  Wednesfield. 

Some  6,000  domestic  and  150  industrial  chimneys  in  the  Urban 
District  add  their  contribution  to  this  enormous  problem.  At 
this  juncture  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the  managements  of  the  commercial 
firms  are  aware  of  the  financial  implication  of  black  smoke  entering 
the  atmosphere,  for  thus  black  smoke  is  wasted  heat  and  power 
and  is  then  money  thrown  away. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  post-war  as  plant  and 
capital  monies  have  been  available. 
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A  completely  new  gas  operated  Muffle  plant  is  in  process  of 
construction  at  March  End  for  Tube  Industries  Ltd.,  which  will 
finally  replace,  the  firing  unit  which  has  caused  trouble  at  Shed 
Farm  over  a  period  of  years.  Two  gas  producer  plants  having  been 
erected  for  this  purpose. 

Two  new  underfeed  stokers  at  Wednesbury  Tube  Co.,  Neachells 
Lane,  a  Zinc  Oxide  Filtration  plant  plus  steady  improvements  at 
the  Wolverhampton  Metal  Co.,  and  Brockhouse  Castings  have 
added  to  the  cleansing  of  “  Wednesheld  Air  ”  since  my  taking  up 
the  position  as  your  Sanitary  Officer  in  the  immediate  post-war 
years.  But  who  can  cry  “  Enough  ”  “  Not  me.” 

The  returns  given  below  tell  their  story. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  recording  instruments  were  first  placed 
out  in  Wednesheld  on  September  3rd,  1952. 

Two  deposit  gauges  and  two  lead  peroxide  sulphur  recording 
candles  being  sited.  One  at  March  End  on  the  roof  and  by  courtesy 
of  Messrs.  Yale  and  Town  and  one  on  the  roof  of,  and  by  the  courtesy 
of  Staffordshire  County  Council  area  Education  Committee  at  Wood 
End  County  Primary  School. 

The  following  table  gives  the  result  to  the  end  of  1953  per 
calendar  months. 


March  End.  Wood  End. 


1952 

Rainfall 
in  ins. 

Total 
Dep. 
in  tons/ 
sq.  mile 

MG/So3/ 

day 

lOOsq  C.M. 
Pb02 

Rainfall 
in  ins. 

Total 
Dep. 
tons/ 
sq.  mile 

Mgs/So3/ 

day 

100  sq. 
Pb02 

Sept. 

0.99 

13.06 

0.95 

1.18 

10.74 

0.59 

Oct. 

3.18 

19.75 

1.23 

Gauges 

broken  (fro 

st)  0.88 

Nov. 

2.05 

14.00 

2.00 

3.00 

13.61 

1.55 

Dec. 

2.68 

24.47 

2.41 

2.20 

16.54 

1.65 

1953 

jan. 

0.79 

17.27 

1.69 

0.67 

8.52 

1.62 

Feb. 

1.26 

10.7 

1.11 

1.10 

7.28 

0.76 

Mar. 

0.39 

8.46 

1.41 

0.98 

13.31 

1.28 

Apr. 

2.83 

25.94 

0.99 

2.23 

9.53 

1.04 

May 

2.01 

44.64 

0.80 

1.85 

11.55 

0.81 

June 

2.64 

11.52* 

0.40 

2.40 

6.45 

0.38 

July 

2.60 

10.44 

1.27 

2.52 

8.59 

0.57 

Aug. 

2.09 

10.50 

0.68 

1.14 

10.57 

0.58 

Sept. 

2.21 

16.87 

1.53 

2.17 

8.36 

0.94 

Oct. 

1.86 

13.25 

1.84 

1.76 

18.18 

1.42 

Nov. 

1.57 

14.28 

2.96 

1.46 

7.82 

1.63 

Dec. 

1.26 

18.05 

2.09 

1.19 

13.05 

2.27 

*  Building  works  in  close  proximity 

A  total  deposit  of  201.19  tons  per  A  total  of  123.21  tons  per  sq.  mile 

sq.  mile  for  1953  or  272.47  tons  for  1953  or  164.10  tons  for  the 

for  the  16  months  under  review.  15  months  under  review. 


27 


A  difference  of  79.98  tons  per  sq.  mile  over  the  whole  year 
between  the  two  stations. 

See  also  Graphs  1,  2  and  3. 

A  volumetric  recording  unit  is  operating  in  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  comprising  of  a  Smoke  filter  and  Sulphur  dioxide  recording 
apparatus  which  runs  continuously  and  gives  a  24  hour  record  of 
the  variation  of  smoke  pollution.  Approximately  60 — 70  cu.  ft.  of 
air  is  drawn  into  an  inverted  funnel  connected  by  glass  tubing  to 
filter  clamps  which  records  by  means  of  staining  the  smoke  pollution, 
such  stain  being  checked  against  a  standard  stain  gauge  as  supplied 
by  the  National  Physical  Laboratory,  the  result  being  calculated 
in  milligrams  per  cu.  meter,  the  sulphur  contents  being  extracted 
from  the  air  by  bubbling  through  a  1%  solution  of  H202  (Hydrogen 
peroxide)  which  obsorbs  sulphur  to  form  H2S04  (Sulphuric  Acid) 
being  titrated  by  the  use  of  4.5  BDH  indicator  and  alkali,  which 
worked  out  against  formulae  supplied  by  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  Station  to  give  results  in  milli- 
grams/cc. 

All  records  of  result  are  forwarded  to  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research  monthly  for  collation  and  study. 

In  comparing  results  in  Wednesfield  with  those  of  neighbouring 
authorities,  the  following  analysis  is  based  on  deposit  gauge  records 
only  and  is  in  relation  to  an  equal  period  of  12  months  for  which 
figures  are  available.  The  total  deposits  for  the  two  deposit  gauges 
in  each  authority  being  averaged  with  the  result  that  a  County 
Borough  on  our  West-South- West  boundary  experiences  approxi¬ 
mately  10%  more  total  solids  deposited  in  their  area  than  does 
Wednesfield. 

Similarly  an  .Urban  District  on  our  Southern  flank  experiences 
approximately  33%  more  total  deposit  over  their  area  than  does 
Wednesfield. 

Nevertheless  we  cannot  ship  our  oars  and  drift  with  the  tide,  we 
must  keep  quietly  pegging  away,  to  ensure  better  living  conditions 
are  found  also  in  the  air  we  breathe  as  in  the  new  homes  we  build. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION,  1953— STATION  No.  1. 

TOTAL  DEPOSIT  INSOLUBLE  DEPOSIT  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 

Factories  Act  1937. 

.—  INSPECTIONS 

for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

18 

— 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

25 

7 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

2 

TOTAL 

45 

7 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Ni 

imber  of  De 

fects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S-6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

1 

— 

— 

( b )  unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

22 

— • 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

7 

24 

— 

— 

The  inspection  under  the  above  Act  took  place  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  and  the  result  of  the  activity  undertaken  will  therefore,  be  revealed 
in  the  report  of  the  current  year  1954. 
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ANNUAL  HOUSING  REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  report  of  housing 
activity  for  the  15  months  ending  March  81st,  1954.  The  period 
has  been  one  of  increasing  momentum  in  the  realm  of  house  construc¬ 
tion  to  meet  the  agreed  quota  of  units  of  accommodation  for 
the  housing  of  Wolverhampton  nominations  under  the  joint  over¬ 
spill  agreement. 

During  the  period  of  review  a  greater  number  of  Wednesheld 
applicants  have  been  housed,  than  in  any  other  post  war  period. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  houses  occupied  by 
tenants  of  the  respective  authorities  and  the  number  of  population 


influx. 

NO.  LET 

INFLUX 

ACTUAL 

Wednesfield 

151 

Wolverhampton 

243 

913 

Total 

394 

1,466 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Wolverhampton  Corporation  have 
completed  the  following  on  the  Moat  House  Lane  Estate,  this 
estate  being  exclusively  Wolverhampton’s. 

Population  actual 
No.  Let  influx  total 

145  500  503 


Wednesfield. 

The  figures  given  above  refer  only  to  new  house  construction 
and  note  must  be  taken  of  tenancies  taken  up  in  houses  becoming 
available  for  re-letting. 

Twenty-three  houses  became  thus  available,  ten  were  aided  in 
obtaining  small  sub-standard  houses  to  enable  them  to  know  the 
peace  and  enjoyment  of  a  “  place  of  their  own.” 

Added  to  the  above,  ninety-one  privately  built  houses  were 
occupied  within  the  Urban  District  giving  the  following  figures  : — 

No.  housed  by  Council  in  new  Dwellings  149 


No.  housed  by  Council  in  re-lets  .  23 

No.  assisted  in  S.S  Housed  .  .  10 

No.  of  Privately  constructed  dwellings  91 


GRAND  TOTAL  .  278 
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From  the  grand  total  may  be  deducted  twenty-one  which 
figure  represents  transfer  of  tenancies  from  old  to  new  houses,  the 
number  then  of  252  is  that  nett  total  of  families  obtaining  accommo¬ 
dation  within  Wednesfield  in  the  15  months  under  review. 

Wolverhampton  County  Borough. 

Adding  together  the  totals  of  houses  tenanted  by  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton,  nominations  as  given  above,  total  as  hereunder. 


Lichfield  Road  Estate  .  183 

Long  Knowle  Lane  Estate  .  60 

Moat  House  Lane  Estate  145 


Totalling  an  influx  population  of  1,413  including  536  children. 

Notifications  of  population  Movement 

Regular  notifications  of  the  movement  of  population  and  of 
influx  are  sent  weekly  to  the  Area  Education  Officer  Mr.  H.  K. 
Simcox,  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Kynaston,  Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Area  No.  9,  Staffs  County,  and  to  Mrs.  M.  Reilly,  District  Health 
Visitor,  Wednesfield. 

Once  per  month  the  names  and  address  of  all  tenants  taking 
over  new  estate  houses  are  forwarded  to  both  Rev.  H.  Bayliss  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  Rev.  H.  Marratt  of  the  Methodist  Church 
to  enable  them  to  make  contact  with  the  people  and  assist  in  their 
establishment  in  the  district. 

Estimated  Population. 

I  estimate  the  population  of  the  district  to  be  19,620  at  March 
31st  1954,  and  attach  hereto  graph  setting  out  estimated  population 
rise  up  to  1971.  (Appendix  A). 

Expression  of  Appreciation. 

At  this  juncture  I  would  express  my  thanks  for  the 
co-operation  extended  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Cowley,  Housing  Manager 
of  Wolverhampton  and  his  deputy  and  staff,  which  enable  the 
foregoing  details  to  be  kept  up  to  date. 

Transfer  and  Exchanges 

A  feature  of  the  overspill  programme,  coupled  with  the  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  houses  becoming  available  causing  general  movement 
of  family  units  has  brought  increasing  applications  for  transfer  or 
exchange. 
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People  who  for  years  have  lived  with  relatives  under  difficult 
conditions  but  who  have  become  acclimatised  to  a  certain  district 
and  its  set  distance  from  their  work  or  interests  are  disturbed  when 
uprooted  into  a  new  district  where  no  known  friends  live  and  before 
long  a  desire  for  the  old  haunts  return  causing  an  application  for 
exchange  to  be  lodged. 

Observed  experience  shows  that  after  settling  down  in  the  new 
area  and  having  made  new  friends  and  got  used  to  the  new  routes  of 
travel  many  do  not  wish  to  persue  the  question  any  further. 

With  the  above  in  mind  and  the  prospect  of  houses  soon  to  be 
available  on  Ashmore  Park  Farm  Estate,  I  do  strongly  recommend 
that  the  Housing  Committee  make  a  condition  of  exchange  the 
requirement  of  having  resided  in  any  accommodation  a  minimum 
period  of  twelve  months. 

During  the  period  under  review  30  mutual  exchanges  were 
made,  12  wholty  within  the  Urban  District  and  18  involving  other 
Local  Authorities  mainly  Wolverhampton.  In  each  of  these  latter 
cases  reports  of  each  tenant  are  obtained  from  the  respective 
authority  to  whom  like  reports  are  sent  of  the  tenant  desiring  to 
move  from  the  district. 

Eight  transfers  were  made  to  enable  the  better  use  of  housing 
accommodation  generally  and  in  4  cases  three-way  movements 
were  affected. 

Ten-Year  Housing  Survey. 

Appendix  B  sets  out  figuratively  a  survey  of  Housing  applications 
over  the  past  ten  years,  which  whilst  mainly  self-explanatory  high¬ 
lights  the  following  points  : — 

1.  2,064  applications  for  housing  accommodation  have  been 
received  by  the  council  since  the  lists  were  re-opened  post-war 
of  these  1 ,685  came  from  within  the  urban  district  and  362  from 
outside  the  Urban  District. 

2.  31  known  applications  to  Wednesfield  have  been  catered  for  by 
Wolverhampton  Corporation.  20  of  these  within  Wednesfield 
on  the  overspill  estates  and  11  in  other  Houses  under  the  control 
of  the  borough. 

Live  Application  List. 

Appendix  C  tabulates  from  1941  to  March  31st,  1954,  the  live 
application  list  totalling  at  March  31st  1954,  879,  of  which  467 
qualify  for  consideration  having  satisfied  the  condition  of  waiting 
period  laid  down  by  Committee. 


412  (March  31st  1954)  remain  outside  the  realm  of  consideration 
by  reason  not  having  fulfilled  this  condition,  i.e.,  a  probationary 
period  of  18  months  to  elapse  for  applicants  with  a  residential 
qualification  and  3  years  for  applicants  having  no  residential  qualifi¬ 
cations. 

So  far  as  records  can  reveal,  1953  brought  the  highest  total  of 
applications  in  the  calender  year  to  the  authority,  these  were 
mainly  newly-weds  as  revealed  in  the  high  total  of  Maisonettes 
requirement  against  that  year.  It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to 
work  on  these  figures  for  any  future  housing  programme  for  by  the 
time  they  have  completed  the  period  in  many  cases  circumstances 
will  have  altered. 

Analysing  at  this  stage  those  applications  within  the  scheme 
it  reveals  a  requirement  of  Two-2Br  and  One  and  a  half  Maisonettes 
to  every  one  of  the  3  Bedroomed  construction. 

4'his  I  feel  is  a  reasonable  yard-stick  for  near  future  housing 
needs.  Again  further  4  Bedroomed  construction  is  now  required, 
for  I  foresee  the  elimination  of  the  group  of  applicants  by  exchange 
as  hitherto  and  the  withdrawal  of  one  or  two  applications  as  specific 
for  4  beclroomeds  by  reason  of  marriage  of  children  of  family. 
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POPULATION  (THOUSANDS) 


Appendix  “  A  ’* 


POPULATION  ESTIMATES 


■  POPULATION  INCREASE 
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1952 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


418  persons 
1,310 
1,884 
2,041 
1,934 
1,769 
1,642 
1,550 


1960  764  persons 

1  509 

2  513 

3  518 

4  522 

5  525 

6  530 

7  535 

8  539 

9  542 

1970  546 

1  551 


YEAR 
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I.C.  : — In  Consideration 
O.C.  : — Out  of  Consideration. 


LIVE  APPLICANTS  LIST 
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Including  11  single  persons. 
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